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August 16, 1996 Contact: Greg Donley, ext 263 

For immediate release 

LANDMARK HUNGARIAN EPIC MOVIE TO SHOW AT THE CLEVELAND 
MUSEUM OF ART 

(Cleveland, OH) Bela Tarr’s 1994 epic Sdtdntangd makes its Cleveland premiere the weekend 
of September 7 and 8, 1996, at the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Cleveland Cinematheque. 
The museum and the Cinematheque are coordinating their showing times to allow filmgoers a 
number of viewing options. Sdtdntangd will be shown in two parts lasting 300 minutes (plus 30- 
minute intermission) and 130 minutes. Museum showing times are as follows: 

Sat/7 Sept., 11:00 am Sdtdntangd (Hungary/Germany/Austria, 1994, b&w, subtitles, 

430 minutes overall). Directed by B61a Tarr (part 1, 300 min.). 

Sun/8 Sept., 1:30 pm Sdtdntangd (conclusion, 130 min.). 

Part One also shows at 7:00 pm on Fri., Sept. 6, at the Cleveland Cinematheque. Part Two also 
shows at 7:00 pm on Sat., Sept. 7, at the Cinematheque (421-7450). Tickets for the whole movie 
(good at both locations) are $10, $8 for museum and Cinematheque members; ticketholders can 
see the film in any combination of time and location. 

The museum’s film program coordinator John Ewing calls this “the film event of the 
year.” It is the first and only Ohio engagement of a seven-hour Hungarian drama acclaimed at the 
Berlin, Toronto, New York, and San Francisco film festivals as one of the great films of recent 
years. Based on a novel by Ldszlo Krasznahorkai, the tragicomedy focuses on a group of dead- 
beats living on a decaying agricultural collective. While their world collapses around them, three 
couples and an alcoholic doctor engage in intrigues, betrayals, and boozy revels. All yearn for a 
better life, and deliverance arrives in the form of a small-time con man, a former police infor- 
mant. But he proves a false messiah. “Stunning b&w cinematography, a gliding camera, and 
large doses of rain and mud render these dead-end lives in a squalid splendor worthy of directors 
Antonioni or Tarkovsky. Animal lovers should beware of one harrowing sequence,” says Ewing. 

“A magnum opus to end all magna opera, a dark, funny, apocalyptic allegory of the 
Hungarian psyche that stimulates, irritates, soothes and startles with blinding strokes 
of genius. ..The film demands to be seen on the big screen to work its mesmeric 
magic.” -Derek Elley, Variety. 

'‘Sdtdntangd has provided me with more pleasure, excitement, and even hope than any 
other new picture I’ve seen this year.” -Jonathan Rosenbaum, The Chicago Reader. 
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